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Zooming into Breakout Rooms for Engaging Library Instruction Sessions
Sarah J. Hammill

Florida International University

Introduction

Library Instruction Session

With Covid-19 came the onset of social distancing, closed
campuses, and limited open hours in physical libraries.
Instruction librarians shifted to online instruction and had to
modify the traditional way of teaching. In face-to-face settings it
is easy to read the room. For example, a blank stare usually
indicates that the student has “left the room” mentally. This is
when we reengage the room by asking a question, changing our
intonation, walking around the room, or calling on someone in
order to bring back the stargazers. We quickly learned that most
of our tried-and-true teaching tips do not work online. Cameras
are off and it is impossible to know whether the student has left
the room not only mentally but also physically. This poster will
share a teaching technique on how to engage Zoomed-out
students. Participants will learn how to facilitate group work to
teach information literacy in an online setting.

Intro. to Library Resources &
Services
Quick Overview of Library Resources &
Services

1. Introduction to library services
2. Group activity & breakout rooms
3. Group presentations
4. Wrap-up

We learn more by looking for the answer to a
question and not finding it than we do from
learning the answer itself.
Lloyd Alexander

Group Activity & Breakout Rooms

Group Presentations & Wrap-up

Type of activities depend on course,
instructor requests, and time.
Sample activities:
Discovery System: You will be teaching the
class how to use the Discovery System. Go
to the library homepage (library.fiu.edu) and
start searching using the box.
Library Catalog: What can you find using the
library catalog? How do you know what floor
a book is on? How do you find the book on
the shelf?
Database Search: Show how to search using
AND. What happens when you use AND
between terms?
Google vs. Google Scholar vs. Library: Show
how to link Google Scholar to the Library.
Explain the difference between Google and
Google Scholar. Which is better? Why?
Is using library databases even better then
Google Scholar? Why or why not?
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